
Table 3. Birds of the Hackensack Meadowlands. This compilation is based on readily available literature and not all species or sites are included. 

Key to abbreviations is at end.  
 

Common Name Scientific Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Refs. 

     Geese                  

Canada goose Branta canadensis      BW      B    2,6 

     Dabbling Ducks                  

American black duck Anas rubripes  B    B?M 

F 

M M   M     1,2,4,5,6 

American wigeon Anas americana M               2 

Blue-winged teal Anas discors B M? B B B M          2,3,4,6 

Common pintail Anas acuta M# W#              1,2 

Gadwall Anas strepera BM# BM BM 

W 

B B BW B   B B B    1,2,4,5,6 

Green-winged teal Anas crecca M# M?     M M  M MW MW    1,2 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos B  B B B B B 

W 

B   B B B    1,2,4,5,6 

Northern shoveler Anas clypeata M#  MW    M    M     2 

Wood duck Aix sponsa          M      2 

     Diving Ducks                  

Canvasback Aythya valisineria M W# MW             1,2 

Common goldeneye Bucephala clangula M               2 

Common merganser Mergus merganser M# M?     M M        2 

Greater scaup Aythya marila M               2 

Hooded merganser Lophodytes cucullatus M# M?     M M        2 

Red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator M# M?              2 

Ruddy duck Oxyura jamaicensis B#*  B#M

W 

   M       W#  1,2,4 

     Wading Birds                  

American bittern Botaurus lentiginosus    B  ?          2,4,6 

Black-cr. night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax B?R F? F?   ?    M      1,2,4,6 

Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis                 

Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus R F?   F?           2,4 

Great blue heron Ardea herodias F 

R 

  M  F?          2,4 

Great egret Casmerodius albus F 

R 

F? F? M  ?    M M M    2,4,6 

Green heron Butorides striatus B     B?          2,4 

Least bittern Ixobrychus exilis B?  B   ?          1,2,4,6 

Snowy egret Egretta thula F  F? M F? F?  F?  M M M    2,4 

Yellow-cr. night-heron Nyctanassa violacea R F?    B?     M     2,4 

     Rallids                  

American coot Fulica americana B?*               2 

Clapper rail Rallus longirostris   B*   B?      B    2,4,6 

Common moorhen 

(common gallinule) 

Gallinula chloropus B B B B B B    B B B    1,2,4 

King rail Rallus elegans      B?          6 

Virginia rail Rallus limicola     B? B?          2,4,6 



Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 16  Refs. 

     Shorebirds   *# *#     *#        1,2 

Buff-breasted sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis                 

Common snipe Capella gallinago    M  MB?          2,6 

Dunlin Calidris alpina                 

Greater yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca   MF? M  MB?  M  M M M    2,6 

Hudsonian godwit Limosa haemastica                 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus   B M  B?    B      2,6 

Least sandpiper Calidris minutilla      M     M     2 

Lesser yellowlegs Tringa flavipes   MF? M  MF    M      2,6 

Semipalmated sandpiper Calidris pusilla   M# 

F? 

  M  M#   M M    2,6 

Semipalmated plover Charadrius semipalmatus          M      2 

Short-billed dowitcher Limnodromus griseus      M     M     2 

Solitary sandpiper Tringa solitaria      M          6 

Spotted sandpiper Actitis macularia B   B  B? B M  B B B    2,4,6 

Wilson’s phalarope Steganopus tricolor     M*           4 

     Gulls & Terns                  

Black skimmer Rynchops niger F  F             1,4 

Forster’s tern Sterna forsteri F  F   M  M    M    2 

Glaucous gull Larus hyperboreus   F             2 

Great black-backed gull Larus marinus  M F#   F?          2,6 

Herring gull Larus argentatus  M F#             2 

Iceland gull Larus glaucoides   F             2 

Laughing gull Larus atricilla      F?          6 

Least tern Sterna albifrons F  F   F  M   M M    1,2,4 

Lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus   F             2 

Ring-billed gull Larus delawarensis M     F  M   M     2,6 

     Other Waterbirds                  

Double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus F  F M  F  M    M    1,2 

Pied-billed grebe Podilymbus podiceps B*?  B             2,4 

     Raptors  * *  *             

American kestrel Falco sparverius  F?  WF?  F?      F?    2,4,5,6 

Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus               W M? 8 

Cooper’s hawk Accipiter cooperii      M?          6 

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos               W 8 

Long-eared owl Asio otus    W            2 

Merlin Falco columbarius      M          6 

Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis      W          2 

Northern harrier Circus cyaneus F F  WB* F FB?    F F? F?    1,2,4,5,

6 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus B?  F   F?          4,6 

Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus    W            2 

Red-shouldered hawk Buteo lineatus      M?          6 

Red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis    W  F?          2,6 

Rough-legged hawk Buteo lagopus    W  M? 

W? 

         2,6 

Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus  F?    M?          5,6 

Short-eared owl Asio flammeus    W  W          2,4 



Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 16  Refs. 

     Other birds                  

American goldfinch Carduelis tristis     B B          4,6 

American pipit Anthus spinoletta    W  MB?     M M    2,4,6 

American robin Turdus migratorius    B  B?    B      2,4,6 

Baltimore oriole Icterus galbula      M,B?    B      2,6 

Bank swallow Riparia riparia      MB?          2,6 

Barn swallow Hirundo rustica B  B B  B    B B B    2,4,5,6 

Black-and-white warbler Mniotilta varia               B? 8 

Blackpoll warbler Dendroica striata    M            2 

Blue grosbeak Guiraca caerulea    B            4 

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus      MB?          2,6 

Brown thrasher Toxostoma rufum B               2 

Chimney swift Chaetura pelagica               B 8 

Common grackle Quiscalus quiscula            B    2,5 

Common yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas B  B B B B    B B B    1,2,4,5,6 

Downy woodpecker Picoides pubescens      B?          6 

Eastern kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus B   B  B          2,4,6 

Eastern phoebe Sayornis phoebe    M            2 

Fish crow Corvus ossifragus      B?          6 

Golden-crowned kinglet Regulus satrapa    M            2 

Gray catbird Dumetella carolinensis B  M   B          4,6 

Hermit thrush Catharus guttatus    M            2 

Horned lark Eremophila alpestris    W            4 

Indigo bunting Passerina cyanea B   B  B?          2,4,6 

Lincoln’s sparrow Melospiza lincolnii      M          2 

Marsh wren Cistothorus palustris B B B B B B    B B B B   1,2,4,5,6 

Northern flicker Colaptes auratus    M  M          2 

Northern mockingbird Mimus polyglottos B               4 

Northern rough-winged 

swallow 

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis      MB?          6 

Palm warbler Dendroica palmarum    M  M          2,6 

Purple martin Progne subis      M          2 

Red-winged blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus B  B B B B    B  B    1,2,4,5,6 

Northern rough-winged 

swallow 

Stelgidopteryx serripennis               B? 8 

Ruby-crowned kinglet Regulus calendula    M            2 

Savannah sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis      MB?      M    2,6 

Seaside sparrow Ammospiza maritima   B*             4 

Sedge wren Cistothorus platensis B B    B?          6,7 

Sharp-tailed sparrow Ammospiza caudacuta s.l.   B*             4 

Song sparrow Melospiza melodia    B  B          2,4 

Swamp sparrow Melospiza georgiana B B B B B B      B    2,4,5,6 

Tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor   B   MB?      B    2,5,6 

Warbling vireo Vireo gilvus      MB?          6 

Willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii    B  B    B      2,4,6 

Wilson’s warbler Wilsonia pusilla               M 8 

Winter wren Troglodytes troglodytes    M            2 

Yellow warbler Dendroica petechia B   B  B    B  B    2,4,5,6 



Yellow-bellied sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius    M            2 

Yellow-rumped warbler Dendroica coronata    M  M     M     2 

Galliform birds                  

Ring-necked pheasant Phasianus colchicus B   B B B          4 

 

Key to Table:  
 

B Breeding, F Feeding, M Migration, W Wintering, R Roosting 

 

# Significant numbers, *Particularly important location (or rare occurrence) 

 

Locations (from south to north on west side of Hackensack River, then from north to south on east side of river) 

 

1 Kearny Marsh  

2 Sawmill Creek WMA 

3 Kingsland Marsh 

4 Berry’s Creek Marsh 

5 Oritani Marsh 

6 Moonachie Creek Marsh/Empire Tract 

7 Losen Slote 

8 Power Plant Peninsula 

9 Skeetkill Marsh (no data yet) 

10 Bellman’s Creek Marsh 

11 Cromakill Creek Marsh 

12 Mill Creek Marsh 

13 Penhorn Creek Marsh  

14 Hackensack River 

15 Miscellaneous 
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