HABITAT MAPS
FOR
DUTCHESS COUNTY

Resources for Planning & Conservation

Gretchen Stevens

Hudsonia Ltd.
stevens@bard.edu
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All reports are available at

https://hudsonia.org/programs/biodiversity-
resources-center/habitat-mapping/




FUNDING SOURCES

City of Poughkeepsie
Dutchess Land Conservancy
Dyson Foundation
Hudson River Estuary Program
Marilyn Milton Simpson Charitable Trust
Millbrook Tribute Garden
Town of Beekman
Town of Dover

Town of Rhinebeck

Town of Poughkeepsie



PURPOSE:

To bring the science of biodiversity
and water resource conservation

to land use planning and decision-making.




Methods: analyze remote data




Methods: preliminary map
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Methods: field observations










Laura Heady
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- Open water

Stream/constructed pond
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Large Forest
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Vernal Pool

(=Intermittent Woodland Pool)
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Hudsonia’s habitat maps for eight towns show many more
wetlands than the National Wetland Inventory maps:

5434 more wetlands (+77%)

3962 more small wetlands (+115%)

3839 additional wetland acres (+24%)




Municipal uses of habitat information




Municipal uses of habitat information

|dentify local conservation priorities

Update the municipal comprehensive plan

Designate Critical Environmental Areas

Improve zoning and subdivision regulations

Inform the SEQR review of proposed development projects




Priority Conservation Areas

(Amenia)
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Marble Knoll

Chris Graham © 2018



Priority Conservation Areas

(Amenia)




Priority Conservation Areas

(Stanford)



Priority Conservation Areas




Environmental Reviews



Reviews of Development Projects




kettle shrub pool
crest oak woodland

rocky barren




marble knoll

red cedar woodland

calcareous ledge




Reviews of Development Projects




Reviews of Development Projects
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