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   What is a CEA? 

   How to establish a CEA 
  Convening a working group 
  Using an NRI 
  Engaging landowners & the public 
  Identifying, delineating, describing & 
          adopting the CEA 

 

   How CEAs are used in public planning and 
       environmental reviews 

Cathy McGlynn 

CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS 



  provides either an exceptional benefit or a threat  
            to human health; or 

  is in an exceptional natural settings; or 

  possesses exceptional agricultural, social, cultural, historic,          
            archaeological, recreational, or educational values; or  

  has inherent ecological, geological or hydrological sensitivity  
            that may be adversely affected by changes in land use.  
 

[6CRR-NY 617.14(g)] 

 

CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREA 

Kristen Bell Travis 
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CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS 

 

  no automatic legal restrictions, 

       BUT 

  features of concern must be considered in land use 
         planning, reviews, decisions, and actions that are 
         reviewed in the SEQR process, 

      AND 
 

  the lead agency must prepare a written explanation 
        of potential impacts to those features. 

 



Basic procedure: 
 

  Identify and delineate area 

  Create map 

  Prepare written description and justification 

  Present to legislative body and the public 

  Conduct SEQR review (& hold public hearing) 

  Adopt CEA (formal adoption by the local 
        legislative body) 

  Register CEA with NYSDEC 

  Inform local agencies 

CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS 



   landfills 

   hazardous waste sites 

   flood zones 

   public water sources 

   historic areas 

   important farmland 

   rare species habitat    

 

   wetland complexes 

   wildlife corridors 

   large forests 

   stream corridors 

   scenic vistas 

   parks & preserves 

CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS 

 What kinds of places? 



CONVENE A WORKING GROUP 

  members of municipal agencies 

  environmental professionals 

  mapping specialist 

  landowners 

  others 



USING THE  

NATURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY 

[Covers of some NRIs] 



USING THE  

NATURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Elevation Zones Bedrock Geology 

Special Biological Resources Watersheds, Aquifers Wetlands 

Surficial Geology 





COOL RAVINE 

  high, steep, rocky walls 

  deeply shaded, cool, moist microclimate 

  plants of northern habitats 

  cool refuge for plants and animals 



Gretchen Stevens 

COOL RAVINE 
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David Farren 
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©Ezra Staengl 
©Ezra Staengl 

Blackburnian warbler 

©Brock Fenton 

small-footed bat 

©Brad Imhoff 

winter wren 

©Mike Marchand 

slimy salamander 
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©Todd Pierson 

northern dusky salamander 

MassWildlife 

spring salamander 
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Donald Lamonaca 





WARM SPRING  
TOWN OF NEW LEBANON 



warm spring 

contribution 
area 

WARM SPRING  

CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREA 





Biodiversity Forest Index 

Habitat Cores Protected Land 



Large Forests 
purples, blues, greens 



Protected Land 



Large Habitat Blocks (regional) 
- Woodstock Land Conservancy 



Large Habitat Blocks (regional) 
- Woodstock Land Conservancy 



Large Habitat Blocks (regional) 
- Woodstock Land Conservancy 



Zena Woods Critical Environmental Area 

  large forests 

  shrublands 

  meadows 

  forested swamps 

  at least 20 vernal pools 

  other wetlands 

  many small streams 

  Sawkill 

  unconsolidated aquifer 





PACAMA VLY CEA 

  rare wetland communities   

  rare plant species  

  rare dragonfly species 

  Significant Biodiversity Area   

  NYS Open Space priority 

Beaverdam/Rochester Creeks 
CEA 

   trout streams   

  riparian habitats 

  migration corridors 

  rare dragonfly species 

  rare terrestrial animal   

  unconsolidated aquifer 



 
  Website info 

  Presentations to municipal agencies 

  Letters and conversations with CEA  landowners 

  Public information meeting; 
          special invitations to CEA landowners 

 

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC 



1. Identify and delineate the proposed CEA 

2. Create map, written description, and justification  

3. Present to town/village/city agencies and the 
public, and solicit comments, ideas, additional info 

4. SEQR review, including public hearing 

5. Decision to adopt? 

6. Register with NYSDEC 

7. Notify agencies 

PROCEDURE FOR  

ESTABLISHING THE CEA 
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CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS 

 

  no automatic legal restrictions, 

       BUT 

  features of concern must be considered in land use 
         planning, reviews, decisions, and actions that are 
         reviewed in the SEQR process, 

      AND 
 

  the lead agency must prepare a written explanation 
        of potential impacts to those features. 
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QUESTIONS? 
 

Gretchen Stevens, Hudsonia Ltd. 
stevens@bard.edu 
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